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About Jennifer

Jennifer Kayler is the mother of Patrick Ivison of the NTAF Southwest Spinal Cord Injury Fund.  When Patrick was 14-months old he was hit by a car and sustained a C-4 incomplete spinal cord injury.  In 2005, Jennifer found out about NTAF and contacted us to initiate a fundraising campaign in honor of Patrick to help pay for the many uninsured expenses related to his injury.
About Her Hero

In 2007, Devyn Bisson (then a 15-year-old student at Huntington Beach High School in Huntington Beach, California) sustained a life-changing neck injury while surfing with fellow Junior Lifeguards during “surf day”.

Though Devyn avoided paralysis, the injury put life into perspective for the active teenager– moving her to help those who are paralyzed as a result of a catastrophic injury.  Devyn became an advocate of Life Rolls On (LRO) - a division of the Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation- which is dedicated to improving the quality of life for young people affected by spinal cord injury, utilizing action sports as a platform to inspire infinite possibilities despite paralysis.  Through LRO’s They Will Surf Again events, Devyn met Patrick - an LRO Ambassador.  

Related reading:
· Surfer girl finds out how fragile life really is (May 2008)
· Faces In The Lineup: Patrick Ivison - Prepare To Be Inspired By This Life Rolls On Ambassador

Since their chance meeting several years ago, Devyn has been a dedicated volunteer and friend to Patrick and his family.  She has been instrumental in getting the word out about Patrick’s fundraising efforts – helping him to surf with adaptive equipment during fundraising events, assisting him with interviews with the media, and providing him with opportunities to share his story and raise awareness about spinal cord injury.

“She is a remarkable young woman,” wrote Jennifer… “One thing that really sticks out in my mind that makes Devyn so exceptional is how she has treated my daughter (Patrick’s sister Samantha). Often times a lot of the focus is on Patrick and his recovery. Devyn makes a point of taking Sam out to go surfing at events after we’re done taking Patrick out in the ocean. She’s been an amazing friend to all of us … Patrick, Samantha and I are very grateful for all of her hard work.
 “The LRO volunteers are so dedicated and I think sometimes they are having more fun than the participants,” said Patrick on LRO’s Web site … “Although, that’s pretty hard to do because I've had the best days of my life surfing and hanging out with the crew from Life Rolls On. If it wasn't for the volunteers (like Devyn), I never would have been able to surf. They help me get in the water, get on the board (and stay on the board) and catch waves. It would be impossible for me to do this if it wasn't for the volunteers. I could never thank them enough for that." 

In addition to assisting Patrick, Devyn has helped raise funds for LRO and started a club called Campuses Understanding Responsible Education about Spinal Cord Injury (C.U.R.E. SCI) at Huntington Beach High School.

